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September 1 through October 18,1992 


Working People Exhibit 
Tuesday through Saturday 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 


University of Massachusetts Lowell 
Center for Lowell History 
Monday through Friday 
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Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
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A photograph is a secret about a secret. The more it tells 
you , the less you know. -Diane Arbus- 


Gathering the Family 

In May of 1976,1 took a snapshot of my neighbor, Edith 
Brock, on the front porch of Cheney-Allard Convalescent 
Home in the Centralville section of Lowell. She was 
ninety-two years old. I knew very little about her but each 
time I look at the photograph, I think of how her voice 
cracked like gravel as she told her stories, and I remember 
her deep silences. She died the following winter. At the 
time, I did not know that I would have a career in 
photography. The image of Edith made me know that I 
wanted to become very good at photographing the 
people I care about and that a simple snapshot could be far 
more compelling than the most studied portrait. 

Several years ago I began working with my family's old 
photographs, gathering them around me, copying them, 
decorating with them, enjoying them. Of course, I showed 


Edith Brock, 1976 






Dolly and Jimmy Mohan in Dennisport, MA, 1944 



them to anyone with a minute, and I saw that many people 
were genuinely moved by the images. The snapshots, in 
particular, triggered memories. People easily told stories 
that illustrated their sense of kinship with the subjects in 
the photographs. The 'family' of snapshots grew as friends 
and clients contributed their favorite images. I also pur¬ 
chased anonymous albums and forgotten boxes of prints 
and negatives and I still continue to adopt any photo¬ 
graphs that need a willing home. 

Snapshots are made to be shared and cherished, and 
so we bring you The Ext e nd ed Fa mily . If you enjoy these 
images and leave the Patrick J. Mogan Cultural Center 
with an enhanced regard for the keeping of family 
photographic collections, then the exhibit will have met 
its purpose. -Peg Shanahan- 


Jim, Mack and Bobby Rowley, 1959 






About the Exhibit 

The Extended Family is a collection of snapshots. Most of 
the photographs exhibited were taken by amateur 
photographers - the family shutterbug, in particular. 

They are a very small part of the trillions of photographs 
taken since the first hand-held camera was patented by 
George Eastman in 1885. 

The snapshot is of particular interest as a recording of 
everyday life. Because snapshots are certainly not rare, 
and often unidentified when found, they are the humblest 
of what could be considered documentary photographs. 
They are images of who we are and how we live - as much 
as can be shown in that fragment of a second that is 
frozen when the shutter blinks. 

In Th e Extended-Eamilyr all but a few photographs are 
dated before 1965 because the patina of age makes the 
photograph more appealing. Anonymous photographs 
inhabit equal space with those that are known because 
they are adoptable. Some of the captions were copied 
directly from the back of the photograph. 



Man on honeymoon, married in Lowell in the 1920s 


Given enough time , many photographs do acquire an aura. 

For while paintings or poems do not get better, more 
attractive , simply because they are older , all photographs 
are interesting as well as attractive if they are old enough. 

It is not altogether wrong to say that there is no such thing 
as a bad photograph - only less interesting , less relevant , 
less mysterious ones. -Susan Sontag- 






Fuller family, ca. 1925 

Photographs came to The Extended Family in 
shoeboxes, albums and lockets, and in the hands of 
trusting and generous friends. To the donors, the 
photographers, and the people of the photographs, 
and to those Unknown, this project is dedicated with 
warm regard. At the present time. The Extended 
Family has the following surnames: 


Andrews 

McCusker 

Blonski 

McKenna 

Boutselis 

Mohan 

Chase 

Mu 

Costos 

Pearl man 

Cryan 

Philbert 

Dunham 

Rondeau 

Dunn 

Rowley 

Feeley 

Sawyer 

Fonda 

Shanahan 

Fonseca 

Sharpless 

Franciose 

Simpkins 

Fuller 

Totovian 

Hillman 

Tung 

Houston 

Unknown 

Kelly 

Webber 

Leduc 

Zingovas 











If I were to print a book of snapshots, I would do it in its 
own spirit. On the front page would be one snapshot, and 
in the inside pages would be loosely distributed images, 
without introduction, without philosophy, without 
explanations, without captions, so that for once people 
would be free to discover for themselves without being 
told what to see. -Lisette Model- 


Rena Zingovas, 1940 

Through photographs each family constructs a portrait 
chronicle of itself... It hardly matters what activities are 
being photographed as long as photographs get taken 
and are cherished. Photography becomes a rite of family 
life just when...the very institution of the family starts 
undergoing radical surgery. As...the nuclear family was 
being carved out of a much larger family aggregate, 
photography came along to memorialize, to restate 
symbolically, the imperiled continuity and vanishing 
extendedness of family life...A family's photograph album 
is generally about the extended family - and, often is all 
that remains of it. -Susan Son tag- 
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Frances Mu with Pat and May, China, 1961 








THE PATRICK J. MOGAN CULTURAL CENTER 
The mission of the Patrick J. Mogan Cultural Center is 
to "tell the human story found in the history of the 
United States as an industrial nation, especially by 
concentrating on the lives of the working people of 
Lowell, Massachusetts." The Center, which opened in 1989, 
is named in honor of Lowell's former Superintendent of 
Schools who developed the concept of an urban park 
focused on Lowell's unique heritage. 

This former Boott Mills boardinghouse, built around 1837, 
was rehabilitated by the Lowell Historic Preservation 
Commission, an agency of the U.S. Department of the 
Interior. It is an appropriate setting for the Lowell National 
Historical Park's interpretive exhibits on the theme of the 
Working People: Mill Girls, Immigrants, and Labor. A wide 
variety of cultural programs is offered here throughout the 
year. The Center also houses the University of 
Massachusetts at Lowell Center for Lowell History, and the 
University's Downtown Center for Continuing Education. 

LOWELL HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
The Lowell Historic Preservation Commission was 
authorized in 1978 "to tell the human story of the Industrial 
Revolution in a 19th century setting by encouraging 
cultural expression in Lowell." Its historic preservation 
program works to preserve historic buildings and create a 
recreational trail along Lowell’s canals. Its cultural programs 
interpret the Commission s themes through public art, 
performing arts, cultural grants, exhibits, conferences, 
publications, folklife, oral history, ethnic heritage and labor 
projects. For further information, call (508) 458-7653. 

LOWELL OFFICE OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
The Lowell Office of Cultural Affairs co-sponsors temporary 
exhibits at the Mogan Cultural Center through its 
Cooperative Agreement with the Lowell Historic 
Preservation Commission. 

The mission of the Lowell Office of Cultural Affairs 
(LOCA) is to identify the ways and means to expand cultural 
opportunities and choices. LOCA manages the Lowell 
Museum Cultural Fund which provides a financial resource 
for those who create, present, and preserve the culture of 
the city through exhibits at the Mogan Cultural Center. 

For information or to receive The Local a bi-monthly 
calendar of Lowell events, call (508) 459-9899. 

TEMPORARY EXHIBITS 
Any organization, group, or individual interested 
in developing an exhibit at the Patrick J. Mogan Cultural 
Center on its themes, should contact the Lowell Historic 
Preservation Commission at 222 Merrimack Street, Suite 310, 
Lowell, M A 01852, (508) 458-7653. A staff member will send 
you an application and if approved, your proposal will then 
be recommended to the Mogan Community Advisory Board. 








